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and illustrations of this chapter, no one should find it difficult to form a 
fairly accurate idea of the meaning of these strange words. Following 
this preliminary chapter, the author proceeds to expound the answers which 
these ancient thinkers have given to the great questions of philosophy. 
The lecture is entitled, " The Soul and God," and begins with quotations 
from several of the Upanishads. But it also discusses — following mainly 
the commentary of Sankara — the problems of subject and object, of the 
self and of the relation between nescience (Avidya) and Knowledge (Vidyi). 
The last lecture on the similarities and differences between Indian and 
European philosophy contains much that is interesting, but there is almost 
no attempt to compare Indian with European thought. We are, indeed, 
told that Brahman, as conceived by the Upanishads and defined by Sankara 
is clearly the same as Spinoza's substantia (p. 123), and also reminded of the 
high value which Schopenhauer attached to this philosophy, and the great 
results which Professor Deussen, Sir W. Jones, and others expect from a 
study of the Vedic books. But the lectures are essentially popular and any 
serious attempt to compare the different philosophies was probably quite 
foreign to the author's purpose. The volume will undoubtedly prove ser- 
viceable to many readers who desire a brief yet authoritative exposition of 
the wisdom which scholars have unearthed from the sacred books of India. 

J. E. C. 
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